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Literature Extra 5

5 Which words or phrases tell us she thinks of the 
canary as a person and not an animal?

6 SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Do you believe the 
narrator when she says she will never get 
another pet? How important are pets for people 
who live alone?

2 Why is the woman scared?

3 Why does the narrator cover her face for a 
minute? Is this gesture important?

4 How does the canary help the narrator 
feel be� er?

In this short story a woman who lives alone describes 
the canary she kept as a pet and tells us why it was very 
important for her.

1 Read the text and answer the question: why do you think 
the narrator has a bird as a pet and not a dog or a cat?

Have you kept birds? If you haven't, all this must sound, 

perhaps, exaggerated. People have the idea that 

birds are heartless, cold little creatures, not 

like dogs or cats. My washerwoman used to 

say on Mondays when she wondered why 

I didn't keep ‘a nice fox terrier’. ‘There's 

no comfort, Miss, in a canary.’ Untrue. 

Dreadfully untrue. I remember one 

night. I had had a very awful dream –

dreams can be dreadfully cruel – even 

after I had woken up I could not get 

over it. So I put on my dressing-gown 

and went down to the kitchen for a glass 

of water. It was a winter night and raining 

hard. I suppose I was still half asleep, but 

through the kitchen window, that hadn't a 

blind, it seemed to me the dark was staring in, 

spying. And suddenly I felt it was unbearable that I had 

no one to whom I could say, ‘I've had such a dreadful dream,’ or – or, 

‘Hide me from the dark.’ I even covered my face for a minute. And then there came a little ‘Sweet! 

Sweet!’ His cage was on the table, and the cloth had slipped so that a little light shone through. 

‘Sweet! Sweet!’ said the darling little fellow again, softly, as much as to say, 

‘I'm here, Missus! I'm here!’ That was so beautifully comforting that I nearly cried.

. . . And now he's gone. I shall never have another bird, another pet 

of any kind. How could I? 

fox terrier – a type of dog
dreadfully – very; extremely
dressing-gown – a long coat worn 
indoors, usually over pyjamas
a blind – a cover for a window
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5 What e  ect does the description of this scene 
have on the reader? How do you feel as you 
read it?

6 SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Why is time travel a 
popular theme for stories and � lms? If you had a 
time machine, where would you go?

2 Describe the mechanism the Time Traveller 
shows the group.

3 How do we know the group are interested in the 
Time Traveller’s mechanism?

4 How would you describe the atmosphere in 
the room?

A scientist and inventor is part of a group who meet every 
week to discuss ideas and theories. At one of these meetings, 
he tells the group about a time machine he has developed. 
� e others are interested but sceptical. Could it be a trick?

1  Read the text. What is most important in this extract – a person or a thing?

The thing the Time Traveller held in his hand 

was the size of a small clock, and very 

delicately made. There was ivory in it, 

and some transparent crystalline 

substance... He took one of the 

small octagonal tables and set 

it in front of the � re. On this 

table he placed the mechanism. 

Then he drew up a chair, and 

sat down. The only other object 

on the table was a small shaded 

lamp and its bright light fell upon 

the model. There were also perhaps a 

dozen candles about so that the room was 

brilliantly illuminated. I sat in a low armchair nearest the � re, and 

I drew this forward so as to be almost between the Time Traveller and the � replace. Filby sat 

behind him, looking over his shoulder. The Medical Man and the Provincial Mayor watched 

him in pro� le from the right, the Psychologist from the left. The Very Young Man stood 

behind the Psychologist. We were all on the alert. It appeared incredible to me that any kind 

of trick could have been played upon us under these conditions. 

The Time Traveller looked at us, and then at the mechanism. 

‘Well?’ said the Psychologist.

‘This little affair,’ said the Time Traveller, resting his elbows upon the 

table and pressing his hands together above the apparatus, ‘is only a 

model. It is my plan for a machine to travel through time.’

ivory – a light coloured material made from 

elephant tusks
drew up – pulled closer
trick – an action that makes people think some-

thing false is true
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week to discuss ideas and theories. At one of these meetings, 
he tells the group about a time machine he has developed. 
� e others are interested but sceptical. Could it be a trick?

1  Read the text. What is most important in this extract – a person or a thing?

The thing the Time Traveller held in his hand 

was the size of a small clock, and very 

delicately made. There was ivory in it, 

and some transparent crystalline 

substance... He took one of the 

small octagonal tables and set 

it in front of the � re. On this 

table he placed the mechanism. 

Then he drew up a chair, and 

sat down. The only other object 

on the table was a small shaded 

lamp and its bright light fell upon 

the model. There were also perhaps a 

dozen candles about so that the room was 

brilliantly illuminated. I sat in a low armchair nearest the � re, and 

I drew this forward so as to be almost between the Time Traveller and the � replace. Filby sat 

behind him, looking over his shoulder. The Medical Man and the Provincial Mayor watched 

him in pro� le from the right, the Psychologist from the left. The Very Young Man stood 

behind the Psychologist. We were all on the alert. It appeared incredible to me that any kind 

of trick could have been played upon us under these conditions. 

The Time Traveller looked at us, and then at the mechanism. 

‘Well?’ said the Psychologist.

‘This little affair,’ said the Time Traveller, resting his elbows upon the 

table and pressing his hands together above the apparatus, ‘is only a 

model. It is my plan for a machine to travel through time.’

ivory – a light coloured material made from 

elephant tusks
drew up – pulled closer
trick – an action that makes people think some-

thing false is true
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